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Winter brings return of Bald Eagles
With winter comes the
return of the Bald Eagles to
the Skagit River.
The Bald Eagles return
each year, from as far away
as Alaska, to feed on salmon
that have come to spawn in
the clean river gravel. This is
one of the largest populations
of wintering Bald Eagles in
the lower 48 states.
The best Eagle watching
season is from late November

to late-January with Eagle
numbers peaking from
Christmas through the second week of January. During
high flow events or later in
winter after salmon carcasses
are no longer available,
Eagles tend to congregate
in the lower watershed and
target waterfowl and other
birds. Most of the riverrelated feeding activity is
concentrated in the morning.

When not actively feeding
or searching for food, Eagles
will perch in nearby trees to
conserve energy. Bald Eagles
will also communally roost
overnight in the vicinity of
a food source. There are 14
known communal winter
roosts in the Stillaguamish
Watershed.
To celebrate these special
winter residents, the city
of Arlington hosts an

annual Eagle Festival. You
are welcome to visit and
enjoy this event, which
includes guided tours, art
and photography show,
speakers, demonstrations,
live music, wagon rides and
other fun activities. The
2017 Eagle Festival will
be Friday, February 3 and
Saturday, February 4. For
more information visit www.
arlingtonwa.gov.

Merrysville Electric Lights Parade
Get in the Holiday
Spirit! Join Santa Claus
and Marysville Parks and
Recreation for the annual
Merrysville for the Holidays
Winter Celebration Saturday,
December 3.
Wintery Wonderland lights
and sounds are never more
magical in Marysville than
during the Merrysville for
the Holidays community
celebration.This event brings

together individuals, service
clubs, sports organizations
and businesses. It is one of
Marysville’s best attended
events.
It all begins at 5 p.m. at
Comeford Park, 5th and
State Streets. Enjoy Winter
Wonderland family activities
and photo booths and the
craft show.
At 6:30 p.m. is the Electric
Lights Parade with special

guests Santa and Mrs. Claus.
Parents should bring their
cameras to capture their kids
with Santa!
At 7 p.m. is the magical
Water Tower Lighting
followed by the Holiday
Bonfire, live music and more
fun for the entire family!
For more information call
360-363-8400 or visit www.
marysvillewa.gov.
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Affordable Snowboard Helmets
Lake Stevens Fire is proud
to offer ski and snowboard
helmets at a cost of $25 each
which includes a custom
fitting. Available sizes
include small, medium,
and large; and they will fit
young children through
most adults.
The helmets are of equal
quality to the helmets
found in specialty stores,

for a fraction of the cost and
come with lined padding
and ear covers. Neither
Lake Stevens Fire nor Safe
Kids Snohomish County
profits from the cost.
To purchase a helmet,
contact Lake Stevens Fire
at 425-334-3034 to set up
a fitting appointment.
For more information,
visit www.lsfire.org.

Fun winter activities
Book Sale
Great books will be available
at bargain prices Dec. 13 and
Jan.10 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.and
Dec. 14 and Jan. 11 from 10
a.m.-3 p.m. at the Arlington
Library, 135 N. Washington
Ave. There will be something
for everyone!

The Force Awakens
Come watch a free Star
Wars Movie at the Marysville
Library, 6120 Grove St., on
Dec. 14 at 5 p.m. Three
decades after the defeat of
the Galactic Empire, a new
threat arises. The First Order
attempts to rule the galaxy
and only a ragtag group
of heroes can stop them,
along with the help of the
Resistance. Come dressed
as your favorite Star Wars
character! Participants will
be entered in a drawing to
win the DVD. PG-13.

Pokémon Training
Camp
Teens and Tweens, do you
think you have what it takes
to catch ‘em all? Come to
the Granite Falls Library
Thursday, December 8 for
an afternoon of Pokémonfilled activities and fun! Hang
out with your friends and
catch Pokémon with your
mobile devices, design your

own Trainer Card, battle for
ownership of the Library’s
Pokémon Gym, or take home
a cool prize at Pokémon trivia.
Snacks will be provided. The
Library is located at 815 E.
Galena in Granite Falls. 3:305:30 p.m.

Jedi Academy
Discover your secret Jedi
name, build your dexterity
and skill with Jedi mind
tricks, make Jabba the Hut
slime, and more! Bring a
camera and get your photo
taken with stormtroopers
and other costume-wearing
volunteers from the 501st
Legion and the Rebel
Alliance, our local Star Wars
groups. This fun Star Wars
event will be December 15
from 4:30-6:30 p.m. at the
Marysville Library, 6120
Grove St.

2017 Plant Sale
Snohomish Conservation
District’s annual Plant Sale
will be almost a month
earlier this winter! The sale
is scheduled for Saturday,
February 11 from 8:30 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at the Evergreen
State Fairgrounds in Monroe.
You won’t want to miss out
so make sure to note this on
your calendar. Pre-orders
open November 28 and close
January 31.To pre-order,visit

www.theplantsale.org

Senior dance
Seniors age 50 and over can
enjoy music of the 40’s, 50’s,
60’s and early 70’s along with
some contemporary music at
this dance. Great fun for both
couples and single dancers!
Mostly featured will be the
Fox Trot, Waltz, Two-Step,
Samba and Swing. December
20 from 1-3:30 p.m. at the
Marysville Opera House,
1225 Third St. $5 drop in fee.
For more information call
360-363-8450.

Tour of Lights

Lights of
Christmas
Over 958,000 people have
experienced the wonder of
The Lights of Christmas, a
Northwest tradition entering
its 20th year!
Located at Warm Beach
Camp near Stanwood, The
Lights of Christmas features
over one million lights, a
stunning larger-than-life
nativity, live music, crafts,
food, children’s pony rides,
petting farm, draft horse
wagon rides, Ploar Express
train rides, Dinner Theater,
and of course, the famous
talking Christmas Tree
“Bruce the Spruce.”
The Lights of Christmas is
open Dec.1-4,8-11,15-18,2023 and 26-28 from 5-10 p.m.
Admission is $16 for adults,
$12 for seniors and military,
$11 for kids age 4-12 and kids
3 and under are admitted free.
Pay What You Can Nights are
Dec. 1, 8, 27 and 28. Pay only
what you can, no minimum
required.
For more information
and directions visit www.
thelightsofchristmas.com

Marysville’s Cedarcrest Golf
Course has become an afterdarkWinterWonderland with
fairways transformed into a
showcase for dazzling light
displays at the 6th annual
Holiday Tour of Lights.
Hop aboard the Merrysville
Express Rotary Train! Sip
hot chocolate and roast
m a r s h m a l l ow s f o r a
complimentary s’more!
This event is free, though
suggested donations of $5
per adult and $3 for youth are
greatly appreciated.
Tours are from 5:30-9:30 Country Living
p.m. Dec. 8-10, 15-17, 19-22 Expo
and 26.
For more information, 360- At the Country Living
Expo and Cattlemen’s
363-8400.
Winterschool, you can attend
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360-722-2802
9923 271st Street NW, Stanwood

classes on a multitude of
topics, network with other
small farmers, enjoy a prime
rib lunch and visit with local
agricultural businesses.
Class topics include:
Quilting, Landscape Design,
Lawn-Garden Equipment
Mai nte na nce , Pou lt r y
Processing, Great Soil, Goats,
Health in Poultry, Building
Garden Sheds, Beginner
B eekeeping , Cur ing ,
Furniture Refinishing,
Sheep Breeds, Growing
Gardens, Dahlias, Raising
Meat Chickens, Mushroom
Cultivation, Cider-making,
Backyard Chickens, Build
Your Own Rain Barrel, Cast
Iron Cooking, Hiking and so
much more!
The Expo will be Jan. 28 at
Stanwood High School,7400272nd St. NW in Stanwood.
For more information
and to register, visit www.
extension. Wsu.edu/Skagit/
countrylivingexp/

Point of No Return
Take a trip with the Camano
Center January 22 to see
The Point of No Return with
mountaineer Hilaree O’Neill
at the Benaroya Hall. O’Neill
will share the gripping story
of leading a team of some
of the world’s elite climbers
on a grueling attempt to
climb a remote peak in
Myanmar – and the physical
and emotional toll they
endured. Hear O’Neill’s
harrowing story of what
it means to approach “the
point of no return.” Camano
members are $65, nonmembers are $72 (tickets
and transportation). Sign up
by December 22. Camano
Center is located at 606
Arrowhead Rd., Camano
Island. For more information
call 360-387-0222.
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