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• 24 Hour Service
• Emergency Roadside Assistance 

• Auto Repairs & Service 
• Major Credit Cards Accepted 360-568-0918

(BPT) - Did you know that 
cars actually ride on three 
tires?

No, this isn’t an article about 
tricycles. It’s about a major 
misconception that takes 
place where the rubber meets 
the road. Most drivers have no 
idea that there are three kinds 
of tires - and what they don’t 
know might be hurting them.

It’s vital that drivers under-
stand all three tire varieties, 
so they can choose the right fit 
for their weather and lifestyles. 
With that in mind, here’s a 
helpful overview of all three: 
all-season, winter and a hybrid 
of the two - all-weather tires.

The tires everyone knows:
Look beneath your vehicle. 

Chances are you’re driving a 
set of all-season tires. They’re 
the most common tire pro-
duced and driven in North 
America, and they’re likely 
what comes on your new car 

Did you know cars actually drive on three tires?
from the dealership.

Their name - “all-season” - 
might lead drivers to believe 
they’re built for all weather 
conditions. Surprisingly, they 
aren’t! All-season tires are 
typically produced with du-
rability in mind. That means 
they have harder rubber com-
pounds that help them last a 
bit longer. Unfortunately, those 
hard compounds become even 
harder - and way less effec-
tive - once temperatures drop 
below 45 degrees Fahrenheit 
(7 degrees Celsius). Think of 
it like driving on hockey pucks 
- they won’t grip, and will slide 
on cold or slick surfaces.

All-season tires are a great 
solution for drivers who live 
in places where winter weather 
rarely visits. Drivers in the 
Sun Belt can often get away 
with using them year-round, 
and they’re a great solution 
for those who only use them 

in spring and summer, then 
switch to winter tires in the 
frigid months. But don’t be 
fooled by their name - in 
many areas of North America, 
all-season tires are more like 
three-season tires.

A four-season solution
If all-season tires aren’t 

intended for use in all four 
seasons, then what is? Nokian 
Tyres invented the first all-
weather passenger tire two 
decades ago. The name is 
similar, but the function is 
different: an all-weather tire 
is an upgrade for drivers who 
visit winter, or see winter visit 
them.

Unlike its all-season coun-
terparts, all-weather products 
are certified for use in winter 
weather. That certification is 
called the three-peak moun-
tain snowflake, and drivers 
can find it on the sidewall of 
all-weather and winter tires. 
At the same time, they’re still 
intended to be a true four-
season option with good 
performance in rain and heat. 
One example, the Nokian Tyres 
WR G4, has a soft yet durable 
compound with an asym-
metrical pattern with one side 
built for winter and the other 
for summer.

All-weather tires aren’t sup-
posed to replace a winter tire 
for drivers who live in strong 

winter conditions. Rather, 
they represent an upgrade for 
drivers who plan to use one set 
all year long and need winter 
protection - for example, 
people who live in temperate 
climates but drive north or to 
areas of high elevation. Those 
who live in southern locales 
may use them as protection 
against the half-dozen snowy 
or slushy days each year.

True north demands a true 
winter tire

For ultimate winter safety, 
nothing beats a dedicated 
winter tire. While all-weather 

tires are a clear upgrade over 
all-season, winter tires are 
the only tires designed to 
deal with severe snow and ice. 
Drivers who see regular winter 
conditions should remove 
their all-season tires when 
temperatures fall below 45 
degrees Fahrenheit (7 degrees 
Celsius).

Why? Because winter tires 
have much softer compounds 
that retain grip in frigid temps, 
as well as tread patterns that 
are geared toward maintain-
ing traction on slick surfaces. 
As the inventor of the winter 

tire, Nokian Tyres tests its 
products north of the Arctic 
Circle to ensure they’re help-
ing drivers thrive in harsh 
winter conditions.

Winter tires are only meant 
for winter, though - those soft 
compounds deteriorate in 
sustained heat.

It may be surprising that 
there are three types of tires, 
but it’s valuable knowledge for 
staying safe on the road. To 
learn more about all-season, 
all-weather and winter tires, 
drivers can visit NokianTires.
com/ShopTalk.

(StatePoint) Fatal car crashes 
are on the rise, causing over 
35,000 deaths each year na-
tionwide. In many cases, 
driver behavior and/or driver 
error contributes to the crash. 
Can self-driving cars save 
lives? Experts say the answer 
is yes, but point out that auto-
mated vehicle technology will 
need to evolve from where it 
is today.

In particular, developing 
systems that allow pedestrians 
and computer- or AI-operated 
vehicles to seamlessly com-
municate will be key to en-

suring their broad adoption. 
2020 National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration data 
shows that pedestrian fatali-
ties are up 3.9% compared to 
the previous year. At more than 
6,000 deaths annually, this is 
the highest this figure has been 
since 1989.

This is why Toyota’s Collab-
orative Safety Research Center 
(CSRC) has been working with 
the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology AgeLab and 
the University of Wisconsin-
Madison Cognitive Systems 
Lab to study how drivers and 

pedestrians signal their intent 
to one another. The teams 
broke down hundreds of hours 
of driving videos and footage 
from vehicle and intersection 
cameras to isolate, document 
and define the physical lan-
guage used by drivers and 
pedestrians. The aim of the re-
search is ultimately to inform 
the development of advanced 
vehicle safety and signaling 
features that perform simi-
larly to existing drivers, as well 
as future automated vehicle 
technologies.

“Quantifying how, where and 

when interactions between 
drivers and pedestrians 
exchange social cues will 
help us create profiles that 
we can use to simulate 
situations and adjust the 
vehicle behavior. If we can 
do that well, it will help with 
advanced automated vehicle 
development, and will allow 
vehicles to exhibit the right 
social cues to become more 
integrated into society,” says 
Dr. Josh Domeyer, senior 
researcher, CSRC.

Defining “vehicle com-
munication” as much more 
than turn signals and brake 
lights, this research is iden-
tifying and investigating the 
number of small behaviors 
that drivers perform in order 
to indicate their intent through 
movement. For instance, driv-
ers typically begin stopping 
earlier and farther away for 
pedestrians than they would 
for a stop sign. Similarly, a 
driver will often slowly inch 
forward to indicate when they 

intend to proceed through the 
crosswalk. Such behaviors are 
important for safe and polite 
interactions and can be ap-
plied to automated vehicles 
in the future.

“For self-driving cars to 
become widespread and for 
people to become comfortable 
with the idea of using them, 
we’ll need to design complex 
and intricate systems that 
allow these vehicles to behave 
and interact with pedestri-

ans in ways that are already 
common,” says Dr. Domeyer.

To learn more about CSRC’s 
research, visit amrd.toyota.
com.

As researchers identify and 
plug the safety gaps created by 
new transportation technolo-
gies, they remain hopeful that 
the widespread adoption of 
automated vehicles will pave 
the way to safer roads and 
lives saved.

Can automated vehicles pave the way to safer roads?

http://www.airportweldingandmuffler.com
http://www.lbauto.com
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By Kevin Leger

(NAPSI)—When it comes to 
taking care of cars, all those 
countless “do it yourself ” 
videos make it all seem so 
straightforward and easy. So, 
too many people take matters 
into their own hands, only to 
realize after they’ve taken ev-
erything apart, only a trusted 
mechanic can fix the problem.

As cars are becoming more 
advanced, it’s important to 
visit your automotive repair 
shop for professional car 
care. Here’s a list of seemingly 
simple but actually complex 
repairs you shouldn’t try at 
home. 

Simple Maintenance and 
Repairs:

•  Brake Fluid Flush: With-
out proper equipment, home 
mechanics will not be able to 
get all the old brake fluid out 
of the system. Car owners 
might accidentally put power 
steering fluid in the brake fluid 
reservoir, potentially causing a 
complete failure of the entire 
braking system, requiring 
thousands of dollars to repair.

Car repairs not to try to do at home
•  Coolant Flush: Similarly, 

without proper chemicals and 
equipment, car owners can’t 
remove built-up residue and 
deposits, leaving behind old 
coolant. Additionally, home 
mechanics might not know 
the correct mix of antifreeze 
and water, causing the system 
to be at the incorrect freezing 
or boiling point. Car owners 
might also put ordinary tap 
water in the system, causing 
excessive corrosion.

•  Fuel Injector Cleaning: 
Most products sold in auto 
parts stores are meant to be 
added to the gas tank and do 
not provide proper cleaning. A 
professional auto repair team, 
such as the ones at Meineke, 
will clean the carbon deposits 
from the throttle body and 
intake/exhaust valves, im-
proving engine performance 
and fuel economy.

Moderately Complex Re-
pairs:

•  Brakes: Few things are more 
alarming than brake failure. 
In fact, brake maintenance 
may be the most important 
service in terms of safety. A 

good brake job doesn’t just 
require resurfacing rotors and 
drums but also properly oiling 
key components to avoid ex-
cessive wear and noise. And 
failure to tighten all bolts can 
result in unexpected brake 
failure if they loosen. With the 
complexity of the modern car, 
it’s better to visit a shop that 
is equipped with the special 
tools and diagnostic equip-
ment needed for maintaining 
your brakes. 

•  Suspension Work: Vehicle 
suspension systems are com-
plex and many components 
have significant spring ten-
sion. A professional will make 
sure spring tension is properly 
secured, limiting the possibil-
ity of serious damage to your 
vehicle.

•  Battery Replacement in 
Hybrid or Electric Vehicles: 
Not only could an incorrect 
replacement cause engine 
or drive train damage that 
could cost thousands to repair, 
disposal of the old batteries 
may also be an environmental 
hazard. 

•  Air Conditioning Systems: 

Attempting to recharge a 
system using cans of refrig-
erant available at auto parts 
stores could overcharge it, 
leading to catastrophic failure 
and costing thousands to fix. 
Additionally, refrigerant could 
leak into the atmosphere, 
contributing to environmental 

issues. 
Where To Get Help
Whether a vehicle needs 

seemingly simple mainte-
nance or moderately complex 
repairs, car owners should 
visit an automotive repair 
shop for professional car care. 
And with the recent chip crisis 

Vehicles today are too complex for most drivers to do their own repairs. Fortunately, there 
are plenty of professionals who can help.

affecting the supply of new 
cars at dealerships, techni-
cians at car care centers such 
as Meineke can help prevent 
further damage and extend 
the life of your car. 

  Mr. Kevin Leger owns a 
Meineke Car Care Center in 
Louisville, Kentucky.

(NAPSI)—Here’s something 
you should know the next 
time you’re getting your 
vehicle ready for a road trip. 
While you may take steps to 
prepare for a trip—checking 
tire pressure and oil levels 
and filling the tank—there 
is one step that’s often over-
looked: checking your ve-
hicle for open safety recalls. 

There are millions of unre-
paired recalls on U.S. roads 
today. For example, tens of 
millions of vehicles in the 
United States—across all 
makes and models—have 
unrepaired, recalled airbags. 
Even in a minor crash, re-
called airbags that deploy 
can rupture and spray shrap-
nel into the vehicle—trans-
forming lifesaving devices 
into life-threatening ones. 
The risk associated with 
defective airbags is even 

greater in hot and 
humid conditions.

That’s why it’s criti-
cal that you check 
your vehicle for re-
called airbags and 
get them repaired 
at  an authorized 
dealer. You can find 
out if your vehicle 
has an open recall 
by visiting Check-
ToProtect.org and 
entering your license 
plate number or Ve-
hicle Identification 
Number (VIN). The 
17-character VIN is 
located on the driver’s side 
dashboard near the wind-
shield and can be found on 
insurance and registration 
documents. 

Repairs are paid by your 
vehicle manufacturer, re-
gardless of where or from 

whom you bought the ve-
hicle, whether you own the 
vehicle, are the regular driver 
of the vehicle, or are just bor-
rowing it for the day. Airbag 
repairs can take as little as 
one hour and dealers make 
the process as easy as pos-
sible for drivers. 

Getting ready for a road trip? 

More importantly, getting 
a recalled airbag repaired 
could save your life. If  a 
recalled airbag deploys in a 
crash, vehicle occupants are 
at risk of serious injury and 
even death. 

Before you hit the road, 
protect yourself and your 
passengers by checking 
your vehicle for open airbag 
recalls and getting them re-
paired for free. Be prepared. 

To learn more, visit check-
toprotect.org.

By Shannon Egan

So, you are driving home 
from work and a big, in-
vasive semi truck cruises 
past you sending lose gravel 
hurling towards your wind-
shield. Bam! One cracks 
the glass causing a small 
starburst shaped chip. You 
wonder if it is worth fixing 
and if your insurance will 
cover it. Will you have to 
pay a deductible? 

Generally, most car insur-
ance companies offer rock 
chip repair coverage in place 
of windshield replacement. 
This is because a rock chip is 
much easier to replace and a 
lot less expensive. Rock chips 
are repaired by injecting a 
special resin into the damaged 
area. The resin is cured and 
polished to restore the glass. 

Most car insurance compa-
nies will waive the deductible. 
However, be wary of signing 
up with the few companies 
that do not. If rock chips are 
frequently hitting your wind-

shield you could end up paying 
about $50 for each repair and 
hundreds more to replace your 
windshield. 

No matter what the size or 
shape, the rock chip general 
rule of thumb is: get it fixed 
immediately. Despite this 
warning, most people do not 
honor it which is too bad. Why? 
Because rock chips have a ten-
dency to spread quickly and 
this could result in complete 
windshield replacement. This 
can be caused by normal and 
unexpected movement, exces-
sive moisture, and extreme 
temperatures.

Will insurance cover 
my rock chip repair?

http://highway-auto-supply.business.site
http://www.2020.glass
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(NAPSI)–When it comes 
to winter car care, many 
motorists tend to think of 
antifreeze and batteries –but 
vehicles need extra attention 
in winter, especially when the 
temperatures drop.

“Making sure your vehicle 
is properly prepared for all of 
winter’s elements will  help you 
avoid the aggravation of an 
unplanned road emergency,” 
says Rich White, executive 
director, Car Care Council.

The non-profit Car Care 
Council offers six quick tips 
to help your vehicle perform 
at its best during cold weather 
months:

1. Keep the gas tank at least 
half full; this decreases the 
chance of moisture forming 
in the gas lines and possibly 
freezing.

nance and repair to consum-
ers. To order a free copy of 

Tips for winter driving from the Car Care Council

Vehicles require extra care to keep running smoothly in the winter.

the popular Car Care Guide, 
visit the council’s consumer 

2. Check the tire pressure, 
including the spare, as tires 
can lose pressure when tem-
peratures drop. Consider 
special tires if snow and ice 
are a problem in your area.

3. Have the exhaust system 
checked for carbon mon-
oxide leaks, which can be 
especially dangerous during 
cold weather driving when 
windows are closed.

4. Change to low-viscosity 
oil in winter as it will flow 
more easily between moving 
parts when it is cold. Drivers 
in sub-zero temperatures 
should drop their oil weight 
from 10-W30 to 5-W30, as 
thickened oil can make it hard 
to start the car.

5. Consider using cold 
weather washer fluid and 
special winter windshield 

blades if you live in a place 
with especially harsh winter 
conditions.

Drivers should also stock 
an emergency kit with an 
ice scraper and snowbrush, 
jumper cables, flashlight, 
blanket, extra clothes, bottled 
water, dry food snacks and 
needed medication. In ad-
dition, the Car Care Council 
recommends a thorough ve-
hicle inspection by a trusted 
professional service techni-
cian, as winter magnifies 
existing problems such as 
pings, hard starts, sluggish 
performance or rough idling.

The Car Care Council is the 
source of information for the 
“Be Car Care Aware” con-
sumer education campaign 
promoting the benefits of 
regular vehicle care, mainte-

education website at www.
carcare.org.

(NAPSI)—Mi l l ions  of 
Americans who own an 
RV have it parked in their 

driveway or a storage facil-
ity for the better part of the 
year. With many families 

wary of airplanes and hotels 
these days, it may be time 
to consider renting your rig 
to make some serious cash.

According to  peer-to-
peer RV rental marketplace 
RVshare, RV bookings have 
reached unprecedented 

levels of demand. As a result, 
RV owners are poised to capi-
talize on the surge of families 
discovering the unique and 
adventurous nature of RV 
travel for the first time.

In fact, the average RV 
owner who rents on the 

RVshare platform can earn 
up to $60,000 a year in 
rental income. The amount 
of money you can make from 
renting your RV can vary 
based on the type of vehicle 
you own. 

The most in-demand rent-
als on RVshare are Class C 
vehicles, which strike a great 
balance between features 
and price, making them 
popular with first-time rent-
ers. Class C rentals have an 
earning potential of $38,000 
a year.  Class B vehicles, or 
camper vans, are the fast-
est growing in popularity 
on RVshare. With demand 
skyrocketing for these units, 
Class B rentals can earn up 
to $30,000 a year when listed 
on RVshare.

“During this time of finan-
cial instability, an RV can be 
converted into a significant 
money-making asset that 
many owners may not have 
previously considered,” said 
RVshare CEO Jon Gray. “For 
those who do not own an 
RV, now may be the time to 
invest. It’s not just pocket 
change that RV rentals can 
bring in.”

You can offset much or all 
of the cost of RV owner-
ship from rental income. A 
survey of RV owners found 
that more than half (51%) 
are able to cover 76% or 
more of their RV’s financ-
ing cost through renting to 
travelers, with more than 
a third (35%) covering all 
or more of their financing 
cost.

RVshare’s Earnings Calcu-
lator can help evaluate the 
income potential of renting 
your RV, and to ease the 
minds of those new to the 
practice, RVshare provides 
owners with several tools 
and features to protect 
vehicles and their owners 
including:

•$1,000,000 Liability In-
surance

•User Verification
•Secure Payments
• O n e - on - O n e  Re nt a l 

Coaching
•24/7 roadside assistance
Additional information 

on how to get started rent-
ing an RV can be found at 
https://rvshare.com/list-
your-rv.

RV owners are a surprise financial success story

Unprecedented RV rental demand from cautious travelers has made owning an RV the go-to entrepreneurial success 
story.

http://www.northwestdifferential.com
http://www.statefarm.com/agent/US/WA/Snohomish/Bill-Holt-543T91YS000?cmpid=b7us_blm_0001
http://https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057177051633
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(NAPS)—When the weather 
is cold, many motorists 
wonder if they need to let 
their vehicle “warm up” or idle 
before driving. In fact, today’s 
modern cars are ready to drive 
in cold temperatures without 
excessive idling.

The idea of idling before 
driving dates back to when 
cars were built with carbure-
tors. With new fuel-injection 
technology, complex com-
puter systems and thinner 
synthetic oils, drivers don’t 
need to warm up their cars 
before hitting the road.

According to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
(EPA), “When a car idles for 
more than 30 seconds, it has 
several negative effects, such 
as increasing air pollution un-
necessarily, wasting fuel and 

money and causing excessive 
wear or even damaging a car’s 
engine components, including 
cylinders, spark plugs and the 
exhaust system. Contrary to 
popular belief, idling isn’t an 
effective way to warm up most 
car engines.”

“Unless you are trying to 
defrost the windshield or 
warm the interior of your 
car, idling is not required for 
today’s vehicles,” said Rich 
White, executive director, Car 
Care Council. “In most cases, 
idling longer than 30 seconds 
is unnecessary, even on the 
coldest days. The best way to 
warm up your car’s engine 
is to drive gently at the start. 
Remember, a vehicle gets zero 
miles per gallon when idling 
and the result is lower fuel 
economy and wasted money.”

No need to “warm up” modern vehicles in cold weather

You may have to bundle up before you drive in cold weather but your modern car is ready 
to go, with no need to idle a while.

The Car Care Council has a 
free 80-page Car Care Guide 
for motorists that features 
several pages of fuel economy 
and environmental awareness 
tips. Available in English and 
Spanish, the popular guide 
uses easy-to-understand, 
everyday language rather than 
technical automotive jargon 
and fits easily in a glove box.

The non-profit Car Care 
Council is the source of in-
formation for the “Be Car Care 
Aware” consumer education 
campaign promoting the 
benefits of regular vehicle 
care, maintenance and repair 
to consumers.

To order a free copy of the 
popular Car Care Guide, 
visit the council’s consumer 
education website at www.
carcare.org.

(NAPSI)—Many drivers 
may feel that they don’t 
have the time or money 
to address vehicle repairs 
immediately, but beware: 
Ignoring some repairs can 
get you pulled over and even 
ticketed.

“Ignoring certain vehicle 
repairs may seem to save 
money in the short term 
but can lead to extra costs, 
such as fines or ‘fix-it’ 
tickets, if these problems 
are not taken care of when 
they arise,” explains Rich 
White, executive director, 
Car Care Council. “In some 
jurisdictions, car owners 
may even lose their license 
for certain violations. A few 
dollars spent on simple ve-
hicle repairs can help avoid 
trouble with the law.”

While a vehicle is in op-
eration, traffic laws require 
that certain equipment 
is properly installed and 
functioning correctly, in-
cluding brakes, headlights, 
turn signals, mirrors, wind-
shields and safety belts, to 
name a few.

The Car Care Council 
recommends that drivers 
address these four repairs 
right away as they present 
public safety concerns that 
can earn drivers a traffic 
ticket on top of a repair bill.

• Non-functioning turn 

Ignore these vehicle repairs and you may get pulled 
over and issued a ticket

signals and headlights or 
taillights that are cracked or 
broken. Most states require 
vehicles to have functioning 
turn signals as well as two 
functioning headlights and 
taillights. Taillights must 
illuminate red; if a taillight 
is cracked, it can give off a 
white light, which is also 
typically a traffic violation.

• Cracked windshield. If 
a windshield is cracked, 
discolored or tinted in a 
way that obstructs vision, 
drivers may get ticketed 
and fined. In some states, 
vehicle modifications, such 
as tinted windows, are pro-
hibited.

• License plates are un-
readable. If the license plate 
light is out or the plate is 
otherwise unreadable, driv-
ers may be pulled over. In 
some states this includes 
clear or tinted plastic license 
plate covers.

• Loud exhaust system. A 
defective exhaust system 
that is too loud, either be-
cause it’s been modified or 
because it needs repairs, can 
be cause for a ticket. What’s 
considered loud depends on 
the state.

Many states also require 
periodic vehicle safety in-
spections. For an over-
view by state, visit https://
drivinglaws.aaa.com/tag/

safety-inspection/.
The Car Care Council is 

the source of information 
for the “Be Car Care Aware” 

consumers. For the latest car 
care news, visit the council’s 
online media room at http://
media.carcare.org.

consumer education cam-
paign promoting the ben-
efits of regular vehicle care, 
maintenance and repair to 

Free Guide
To order a free copy of the 

popular Car Care Guide, visit 
www.carcare.org.

http://www.allstateagencies.com/melody
http://www.leavitt.com/northwest
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Tabs & Titles for All Your Toys!

Tabs, Title Transfers, Boat Renewals, Tonnage, Notary, Fax
Hunting & Fishing Licenses, Snohomish County Pet Licensing, 

Discover Pass, NW Forest Pass

VILLAGE LICENSE AGENCY INC
LAKE STEVENS

Located South of Safeway Hwy 9 
Between Razzals and Windermere 425-334-7311

All 
Snomobiles 

are Due 
Sept. 30

(NAPSI)—It started out as 
a normal day for Mary Har-
rison—until  she briefly left 
her car running outside of 
her home with her shih tzu 
Molly in the backseat and 
went inside for just a second.  
When she came back out-
side, however, her car—and 
Molly—were  gone. 

She called Verizon to see if 
her phone could help track 
her car, and a  Verizon cus-
tomer service representative 
saved the day.   “When Mary 
called in, I was taken aback 
with her car and dog being  
stolen,” said the tech expert 
who answered the call. “I 
really  felt for her. I work at 
home and my two dogs are 
at my feet all day.”    

 They pulled up Harrison’s 
account and saw that she 
had a Hum by Verizon device 
in her car. Hum is a vehicle 
diagnostic system from Ve-
rizon  Connect. It takes the 

A beloved dog, a stolen car and... A happy ending

guesswork out of driving 
with connected car technol-
ogy,   so you can stay in touch 
with emergency services and 
your loved ones on the  road.

For instance, if Hum detects 
a crash, it can notify emer-
gency services and send help 
your way.  With Hum’s vehicle 
diagnostics feature you can  
check your car’s health from 
your phone and detect issues 
before you  go. You can also 
schedule maintenance re-
minders and Hum will text or 
e-mail  you when it’s time for 
a tune-up or an oil change. 
And if your car is  stolen,  as 
in Mary’s case, Hum can send 
your car’s location to local 
law enforcement.   

 “I knew with Hum there 
was a lot we could do to help 
her. I pulled  up the step-by-
step troubleshooting guide 
to reset her password and 
bring up the vehicle’s loca-
tion on her phone.  As soon as 

she saw the car on her phone, 
she started to cry.”  

 The car was not far from 
Harrison’s home. She could 
have walked  there, but the 
customer service represen-
tative advised her to stay safe, 
call the police, and recover 
the car together. 

When Harrison got to the 
car, her dog was still there, 
safe inside.  “It made me 
feel great to be able to help 
her,” the customer  service 
representative said. “I know 
that if it were my dog in the 
car,  that would be my biggest 
concern, too.  I wouldn’t even 
care about my car or my stuff,  
just getting my dog back 
safely. I was so impressed by 
how quickly and accurately 
Hum found her car. It’s awe-
some that we have  this great 
technology available.”    

For further facts about how 
helpful Hum can be, go to 
www.Hum.com.

Molly the shih tzu resting happily, safely and comfortably at home.

Technoloogy improving our lives

(NewsUSA) - One of your 
next vehicle’s most crucial 
safety features may not even 
be visible until you need it. 
A first-to-market product 
called “Breakthrough Light-
ing” offers consumers new 
ways to personalize and 
interact with their vehicles 
while helping improve safety 
through greater visibility.     

Global automotive sup-
plier and mobility technol-
ogy company Magna has 
developed the innovative 
lighting solution. It is fea-
tured on a thermoplastic 
liftgate known as Litgate. 
The lighting solution can 
be used communicatively or 
functionally -- and its “cool-
est” feature is arguably that 
it remains discreetly hidden 
until it needs to signal for 
something and illuminate. 
Compare that to today’s 
lighting elements, which 
are always visible on your 

Hidden lighting illuminates the path for tomorrow’s 
safer, more stylish vehicles

car’s exterior, even when 
not in use.     

The sophisticated light-
ing offers unique designs 
and customizations using 
various patterns, colors and 
shapes, providing a creative 
way for car companies to re-
brand and style the vehicles 
of the future.     

In addition to enabling 
more creative styling, Mag-
na’s technology offers excit-
ing opportunities with the 
rise of electric and autono-
mous vehicles.     

For example, the technol-
ogy can light up the word 
“autonomous” to tell other 
drivers what mode your self-
driving vehicle is operating 
in, or a battery symbol in 
red to conveniently notify 
you that your EV (electric 
vehicle) is running low on 
charge.     

The ability for communica-
tion outside of the vehicle 

becomes ever more impor-
tant as autonomous vehicles 
proliferate.     

We’ve all experienced walk-
ing up to an intersection, and 
just as we start to cross the 
road, a vehicle approaches 
the corner intending to turn 
right, yet doesn’t signal. Cue 
the apologetic wave from the 
driver insisting the pedes-
trian cross.     

Today, this common situa-
tion is resolved by way of a 
simple hand gesture between 
two people, but imagine if 
that car were driving itself. 
How would the pedestrian 
know the car’s intentions 
and whether it was safe to 
step into the street?     

As our society gets closer 
to integrating fully autono-
mous vehicles to our road-
ways, miscommunicated 
intentions can result in 
severe accidents on the road 
-- especially for those on foot.     

In 2020, nearly 
one in six traf-
fic deaths was 
a  p e d e s t r i a n 
death, with 77% 
of pedestrian fa-
talities occurring 
after dark. Seeing 
and being seen 
are cr it ical  to 
helping all road 
users avoid tragic 
crashes.     

Through clearer 
communicating 
a nd  s i g na l i ng 
between drivers 
and others on 
the road such 
as pedestrians, 
bicyclists and e-
scooter r iders, 
B r e a k t h r o u g h 
Light ing rein-
vents the function of your 
vehicle’s exterior lighting, 
while enhancing its overall 
appearance.     

Magna has the unmatched 
ability to imagine and de-
velop automotive technolo-
gies under one roof, and 
continues to leverage its 

in-house engineering power 
to address real-world trans-
portation challenges to help 
make roads safer places 
for all.

http://www.onbauto.com
http://www.gtmauto.com
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AUTO PARTS

Highway Auto Supply
20014 Hwy. 2 • Monroe
360-794-4151

NAPA - Snohomish 
Auto Parts

920 Second St. • Sno-
homish

360-568-4158

NAPA - Monroe Auto 
Parts

200 N. Lewis St. • 
Monroe

360-794-6500

AUTO REPAIR

Airport Welding & 
Muffler

10312 Airport Wy. • 
Snohomish

360-568-3533
snohomishweldin-

gandmuffler.com

GTM Auto Repair
137 S. Ferry Ave. #B • 

Monroe
360-863-9696
gtmauto.com

L & B Auto Repair
8023 79th Ave. SE • 

Snohomish
360-568-2918
lbauto.com

Lake Stevens Auto-
motive

9105 Vernon Rd. • 
Lake Stevens

425-397-9830
lakestevensautomo-

tive.com

NW Differential & 
Auto Care

211 S. Lewis St. • 
Monroe

360-805-2868

ONB Automotive 
Repair

3002 Grand Ave. • Ev-
erett

425-317-9618
onbauto.com

Pro-Muffler & Brake
2129 Wall St. • Everett
425-257-1090

Snohomish Automo-
tive

121 Avenue D • Sno-
homish

360-568-3182
snohomishautomo-

tive.com

Glass Repair

20/20 Mobile Chip 
Repair

425-553-2020
www.2020.glass

INSURANCE

A l l s t a t e - Me l o d y 
Grondahl

7024 Evergreen Way, 
#B • Everett

425-355-1613
allstateagencies.com/

melody

C. Don Filer Agency
15222 Woods Creek 

Rd., • Monroe
360-794-7665
filerinsurance.com

Leavitt Group NW
3425 Broadway • Ev-

erett

425-258-2300
levitt.com/northwest

StateFarm - Bill Holt
812 Second St. • Sno-

homish
360-568-8505 

LICENSING

Village Licesing 
Agency

9327 4th St. NE #7 • 
Lake Stevens

425-334-7311

Whitfield’s Auto 
Licensing

19677 SR 2 #106 • 
Monroe

360-794-5678
whitfieldslicensing.

com

POWDER COATING 

Powder Ccoating 
Inc.

11324 Mukilteo 
Speedway #7 • Mukilteo

425-743-4393
powdercoatinginc.

com

TOWING

Angel Towing & 
Transport

8023 79th Ave. SE • 
Snohomish

360-568-0918

TIRES

Fast Eddie’s Tire 
Pros

8810 Evergreen Way • 
Everett

425-355-7110
fsteddie.com

We Are Here to Serve We Are Here to Serve 
You!You!

Call These Local Call These Local 
Businesses for Your Businesses for Your 

Car Care Needs!Car Care Needs!

(Family Features) As infla-
tion increases, many Ameri-
cans are looking for ways to 
make some extra cash to reach 
financial goals faster, save for a 
big purchase or simply make 
ends meet. In fact, 41% of 
Americans need additional 
income from sources like 
side hustles, according to a 
Bankrate survey, up from 31% 
in 2019.

The rise of the gig economy 

and a variety of side hustle 
options may be a solution for 
some. One option, the Spark 
Driver platform, powers de-
livery services for Walmart, 
Sam’s Club and other retailers, 
allowing drivers to deliver 
everything from groceries 
and cleaning supplies to tools 
and home decor. Available in 
more than 600 cities and all 50 
states, the platform allows in-
dependent contractors to earn 

money by delivering or shop-
ping and delivering orders 
in flexible, convenient time 
windows of their choosing.

What is a Side Hustle?
Different from full-time 

or part-time employment, a 
side hustle is a flexible way to 
provide services while being 
your own boss. You control 
which opportunities you want 
to take and can independently 
supplement your primary 

income or bridge the gap 
between jobs. Side hustles 
can even provide opportuni-
ties for people who can’t work 
traditional jobs. In fact, 93% 
of Americans have a side 
hustle, according to research 
from insuranks.com, and 
44% of survey respondents 
said they’re doing it to make 
ends meet. Gig opportuni-
ties, like shopping orders and 
delivering goods using your 
personal vehicle, are increas-
ingly popular as side hustles.

Benefits of Side Hustles
While most people turn to 

side hustles because of the po-
tential for additional earnings, 
there are other benefits that 
can make them a fit for you 
and your situation, such as:

* Flexibility and Conve-
nience: Available almost any-
where at times that work for 
your schedule, side hustles 
allow you to be your own boss 
and earn extra cash when you 
want. Be sure to pick one that 
fits your schedule and can be 
done at any time. Many offer 
different windows of time to 
complete the service and let 
you choose where you’re will-
ing to travel to, which makes 
it easy to plan around other 
obligations.

* Earning Potential: Many 
people turn to side hustles as 
a supplement to full-time po-

sitions with specific, money-
oriented goals in mind. For 
example, most drivers on the 
Spark Driver platform drive as 
a secondary source of income. 
In order to reach a desired 
goal, it’s important to know 
how much you can expect to 
earn. When receiving an offer, 
the platform will show the 
minimum amount you earn 
for completing the delivery, 
so drivers know their earnings 
before accepting offers. Most 
deliveries also allow for tips, 
and incentives and referrals 
create additional opportuni-
ties for increasing earnings.

“The Spark Driver platform 
has made a huge difference 
in my life,” driver Christina 
Hinssen said. “It gives me the 
flexibility to make deliveries 

when I want and I can spend 
more time with my daughter. 
It has given me extra cash 
to pay off my car and make 
extra house payments to get 
my house paid down.”

* Simplicity: The ideal side 
hustle is one that can be done 
without heavy investment or 
training. Many gig oppor-
tunities offer quick sign-up 
processes through easy-to-
use apps and only require a 
background check, smart-
phone, valid driver’s license 
and operational vehicle.

Learn more about how to 
make extra cash through 
gig opportunities by visiting 
drive4spark.com or down-
loading the app.

         Source: Spark Driver 

Photos courtesy of Getty Images

Americans are turning to side hustles to combat inflation

http://www.filerinsurance.com
http://www.fsteddie.com
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(NAPSI)—Following re-
cord-setting rainfall in many 
areas of the country, flooding 
has taken its toll on vehicles. 
It’s important for those 
considering buying a used 
vehicle to be car care aware 
and check for signs of water 
intrusion or contamination, 
advises the nonprofit Car 
Care Council.

“Purchasing a used vehicle 
and later learning it has 
been flood damaged can 
be very problematic and 
lead to costly issues down 
the road. Worse yet, these 
vehicles can be unhealthy 
to occupy because of mold 
and bacteria growing in 
the carpet and ventilation 
system,” explained Rich 
White, executive director, 
Car Care Council.

The Car Care Council and 
the Car Care Professionals 
Network (CCPN), a group of 
automotive service provid-
ers, say it all comes down to 
how much water the vehicle 
took in and where it can be 
reached. They recommend 
these five steps to determine 
if a vehicle has been flood 
damaged:

•  Take the sniff test. Close all 
the windows and doors and 
let the car sit for about five 

minutes. Then, crack open a 
door and sniff. Mildew and 
mold have very distinctive 
smells and it doesn’t take 
long for that smell to pres-
ent itself.

• Try the touch test. Get 
some paper towels and press 
them against the low spots in 
the carpet. The paper towels 
will draw the moisture out 
and reveal if the carpet is 
wet under the surface. Some 
carpets can be several inches 
thick to insulate from heat 
and sound. If the paper towel 
becomes wet, it could mean 
water has gotten into the car.

• Investigate the interior. 
Look under the seats and 
dash for corrosion and rust 
and look for exposed metal 
that is untreated. There are 
metal springs under the front 
seats that are usually not 
painted. If they are rusted, 
that is a sign the interior has 
been wet. Look for mud and 
debris in places they don’t 
belong.

• Inspect the instrument 
panel. Turn on the key and 
perform a bulb test. Make 
sure every bulb lights up. 
If a system has an issue, 
removing the warning bulb 
can hide it. Many times, 
vehicles that have flooded 

have malfunctions in their 
anti-brake and air bag sys-
tems. If the light comes on 
and then goes out after the 
bulb test, that’s an indicator 
that the system is on and has 
no active faults.

• Take it to a professional. 
Let a service and repair tech-

Getting a flood-damaged vehicle can put a real damper on the whole used car buying experience. But there are 
ways to tell.

How to identify flood-damaged vehicles

nician inspect your vehicle. 
He or she can raise the car 
and look underneath to see 
if there is any mud, sticks or 
rocks in the suspension. A 
professional can check the oil 
in the differentials to make 
sure they contain no water. 
Spend a few dollars to have 

it looked over to give yourself 
peace of mind.

The Car Care Council is 
the source of information 
for the “Be Car Care Aware” 
consumer education cam-
paign promoting the ben-
efits of regular vehicle care, 
maintenance and repair to 

consumers.
For the latest car care 

news, visit http://media.
carcare.org. To order a free 
copy of the popular “Car 
Care Guide,” visit the coun-
cil’s consumer education 
website at www.carcare.org.

(NewsUSA) - Profession-
ally installed automotive 
window film (“auto tint”) 
may improve your ride in 
more ways beyond its curb 
appeal. Here are four more 
benefits of having window 
film installed, according 
to Darrell Smith of the In-
ternational Window Film 
Association (IWFA).

More Safety     
While driving, the sun’s 

glare can enter from side 
windows to the left and 

right of the driver’s eyes, 
causing the view ahead to 
be temporarily blocked. This 
may result in an accident 
and, if you are involved in 
one, window film may help 
protect the driver and pas-
sengers from flying glass 
pellets if the glass is broken. 
Window film provides a 
protective layer to help hold 
glass fragments together.

More Driving Range     
During warmer months, the 

sun heats up a car’s interior, 

requiring the air conditioner 
(A/C) to cycle more often to 
reach a comfortable cabin 
temperature. Research on the 
impact of window films on 
a vehicle’s energy consump-
tion showed the A/C ran less 
and used less energy, which 
inferred an improved driving 
range when compared to a 
vehicle without solar-heat-
gain-reducing window films.     

By reducing the tempera-
ture in a car, window film 
helps save on fuel or electric 

use at no additional cost 
beyond the initial instal-
lation.

More Skin and Uphol-
stery Protection     

Window films reduce the 
sun’s harmful ultra-violet 
(UV) rays by 99 percent, and 
they’re a leading cause of 
skin and eye damage, which 
over time may increase the 
incidence of  skin cancers 
and cataracts. Not only may 
window film help protect the 
skin and eyes from UV rays, 

it may also extend the lifes-
pan of a vehicle’s interior by 
reducing the sun’s impact on 
trims, plastic moldings, up-
holstery and seat coverings.

More Theft Protection     
Thieves are less likely to 

randomly break into a car if 
what’s inside is less visible 
or more difficult to obtain. 
When an item of  value 
is easily spotted in a car, 
the temptation to smash a 
window and grab the item 

is greater for would-be 
thieves. Shattering the win-
dows of random cars in the 
hope of finding something 
of value is a low-reward, 
high-risk activity. Window 
film acts as a deterrent by 
helping to hold the glass 
together, making it more 
difficult to both break-in 
and to see-in.     

To learn more and to find 
a local installer by visiting 
www.iwfa.com.

Four more ways window film improves your ride

Professionally installed automotive window film (“auto 
tint”) may improve your ride in more ways beyond its 
curb appeal.

http://www.snohomishautomotive.com
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